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However, as according to the WHO update on inorganic mercury (1991) dental amalgam is the largest source of mercury vapor for the non-industrial populations, the medical profession ought to be instructed to start including the dental state in all patients. Unfortunately, due to a variety of reasons, this has yet to occur but in my experience over the past 25 years, dental amalgam has been the underlying cause of a huge amount of ill-health and indeed, the biggest covert contributor to medical business.

An interesting and potentially highly significant event has taken place here in NZ with this week-end's change of Govt. The new Minister for Health will be Tony Ryall who has  been my MP since I moved into his electorate 3 years ago. We had a long chat last year when I attempted to inform him of the lack of pro-active legislation here due to the previous Ministers being protected from the steadily emerging science by their senior bureaucratic dental and medical advisors. The latter regarded my point of view as being totally unsupported by any senior NZ specialists (who are presumably regarded as more intelligent). In view of the opportunity to influence health measures here I am now sending out a letter to several international academic centers where I have contacts asking for supportive emails or faxes endorsing the view that amalgam is a cause of major chronic ill-health and especially neuro-psychiatric with Alzheimer's senile dementia likely to soon become pandemic with the "baby-boomer" generation entering their senior years with their average of 10 fillings.

It is notably very difficult to get politicians to allocate funding to prevent future costs but the Swedish Govt have shown that this is possible with their 1994 amendment to their 5 year amalgam phase-out legislation. The amendment stated that amalgam replacement would be State-subsidized as medical treatment if a doctor made a clinical diagnosis of adverse health effects from amalgam. This was very astute and I am hoping that the same could be done here.
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