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More important than absorption and saturation, is the ability for doctors to administer dosages of these various nutrients in amounts that could not be consumed by using oral pills. As with the vitamin C ('ascorbate') therapies discussed below, some patients are given 50 to 100 grams (ie. 50,000 mg to 100,000 mg) of Vitamin C in one treatment lasting 1 ½ to 2 hours. This ability is of significant medical value, as shown in the Vitamin C research in the treatment of cancer. When the U.S. government's National Health Institute published its findings in March, 2006 showing the I.V. treatment's ability to reverse terminal cancers, they noted the error of a previous study that failed to show the power of the treatment. The former study used oral pills of vitamin C and the National Health Institute called such an error a 'pharmaceutical 101 type of error' (meaning pretty silly or basic type of error). The point is that I.V. therapies work by getting substantial amounts of a medicine, straight into the bloodstream (without losing most through poor intestinal absorption) and in amounts that exceed what could ever be absorbed if taken in pills. 
While the value and popularity of I.V. therapies are receiving increasing amounts of media and internet coverage, few doctors are trained and/or familiar with these treatments. The case of the National Health Institute's findings on the use of Vitamin C in curing cancer is an example of this reality. Accordingly, patients are rarely told of existing I.V. treatments capable of treating their various illnesses. 
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