High noon for Eskom's (South Africa’s Power Giant) World Bank loan bid

The perfect storm, high noon and D-Day are among the metaphors widely used for Thursday's decision on Eskom’s bid for a $3.75 billion World Bank loan. The next 24 hours are bound to be tense and nerve-wracking.

...First problem is that a key part of the construction team is Hitachi Africa. At face value that shouldn’t be a problem - Hitachi is an experienced power plant constructor – except for that teensy problem that the ANC’s investment arm, Chancellor House, has a significant investment stake in Hitachi Africa and stands to make a lot of money from this project, for the party. POLITICAL INTERESTS BEFORE NATIONAL SAFETY
...The second issue is the way the Medupi power plant is being proposed as part of the solution for meeting the national goal of delivering power for the country’s lower-income citizens, even as critics argue that most of Medupi’s power will be directed to long-term  contracts for industrial development, rather than to people who are supposed to benefit, and with people who figure prominently in the government and Eskom’s submissions for the loan. PARTISAN INTERESTS BEFORE SOCIETAL NEEDS
...A third element of the controversy – the environmental impact - has several different parts to it. The first is a growing clamour of complaints by residents in the Medupi area that building the plant as a coal-fired generator will inflict enormous ecological and health harm PUNJABI CHILDREN ARE PROOF THAT DANGER IS IN THE WAKE OF DIRTY ENERGY GENERATION
...In fact, the proposed loan gives the Obama administration a significant dilemma between its own positions for dealing aggressively with climate change and supporting Africa’s need for more energy to encourage economic growth. ...This loan, therefore, becomes the first test of the Obama administration’s own guidelines to discourage coal-fired power projects and support “no or low carbon” alternatives for developing nations. Moreover, the proposed loan from the World Bank runs counter to the bank’s expressed preference for funding power plants that do not dramatically increase a country’s carbon footprint. COAL-FIRED POWER PLANTS GENERATE 10X THE AMOUNT OF URANIUM-EXPOSURE IN ITS PLUME, COMPARED TO NUCLEAR POWER PLANTS…
...As Groundwork Friends of the Earth’s director Bobby Peek argued, “This loan will put South Africa deep into debt, damage the environment and drive the climate impacts already affecting poor South Africans. It is not electricity for the millions of people who live in deep rural areas who still have no electricity. It's for big industry which uses more than 80% of South African electricity.” Other protesters have been even stronger in their opposition.  BIG INDUSTRIAL NEEDS OVER AGAINST RURAL POVERTY AND SUFFERING
...The South African government has staked everything on getting approval, with public enterprises minister Barbara Hogan saying “there is no Plan B” PLEASE SUPPORT ANY PETITION AGAINST MEDUPI COAL-FIRED POWER PLANT!
Please see:

http://www.ornl.gov/info/ornlreview/rev26-34/text/colmain.html

and

http://www.scientificamerican.com/article.cfm?id=coal-ash-is-more-radioactive-than-nuclear-waste
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